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2006 Alberta Ecotrust Grant Distribution Summary 
 
 

Size of grants: Ranging from $3,850 to $30,000   Area of focus: Provincial (7); Regional (10); Local (6) 

Geographic range: Throughout Alberta from the Counties of Grande Prairie (NW) to Lakeland (NE) 
                                 and from Cypress Hills (SE) to the MD of Pincher Creek (SW) 

Grants Awarded in 2006 by Grant Program: Grants Awarded in 2006 by Environmental Priority: 
• Multi-Year (1) - $60,000 • Air, atmosphere and the mitigation of climate change - $35,000 

• Major Projects (11) - $248,000 • Water conservation and water quality - $151,000 

• Community (8) - $52,350 • Wilderness, ecosystems and habitat conservation - $176,350 

• Strategic (2) - $67,000 • Combined Focus: Air, Water & Land - $65,000 
 

 

Organization Project Title Grant Type 
 

Funding 
 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society – 
Calgary/Banff Chapter 

Volunteer Leader Program 
* $20,000 in each 2005, 06 & 07 

Multi-year 
Implementation 

*$0 
 

West Athabasca Watershed Bioregional 
Society 

Hardisty Creek Restoration Project Major $27,500 

Clean Calgary Association Waste Wise Community Outreach Major $27,500 

Big Lake Environmental Support Society Water Quality Monitoring Program for Big Lake Community $6,000 

Crowsnest Conservation Society Crowsnest Pass Birding Festival Community $3,850 

Pembina Institute 
Potential Impacts of Gas Development on Fresh 
Water Aquifers in Alberta 

Major $25,000 

Sierra Club Prairie Chapter Environmental 911 Community $7,500 

Alberta Riparian Management Society Your Legacy Community $7,500 

Miistakis Institute  Roadwatch in the Pass Major $15,000 

Livingston Landowners Group Liaising with Community Members Community $7,500 

Rocky Mountain Flatbread Education 
Society 

Responsible Entrepreneur Program Community $7,500 

Ann and Sandy Cross Conservation Area 
Enhancing Communication for the Grassland and 
Grouse Project 

Community $7,500 

Crooked Creek Conservation Society of 
Athabasca 

Big Bend Wildland Provincial Park Nomination 
Project 

Community $5,000 

Global Forest Watch Canada 
Alberta’s Changing Forests: Where’s the Best of 
What’s Left? 

Major $15,000 

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation 
Initiative 

Crown of the Continent Conservation 
Collaborative 

Major $15,000 

Southern Alberta Land Trust Society Southern Foothills Initiative Major $25,000 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society – 
Edmonton Chapter 

Alberta Parks: Let’s Keep them Wild! Major $30,000 

Defenders of Wildlife Canada 
Reducing Conflict between Ranchers and Wolves 
in South Western Alberta 

Major $15,000 

Bow Riverkeeper 
Convening Collaborating and Capacity Building 
for Watershed Advocates 

Major $28,000 

Federation of Alberta Naturalists Atlas of Breeding Birds of Alberta Major $25,000 

Nature Conservancy of Canada – Alberta 
Region 

Habitat Enhancement of Seven Imperiled 
Species   
* $20,000 in each 2006,07 & 08 

Multi-year 
Implementation 

*$60,000 
 

Bow Riverkeeper 
Watershed Mapping and Planning 
* $10,000 from Alberta Ecotrust & $47,000 from Walter and 
Duncan Gordon Foundation 

Strategic  *$57,000 

Sustainability Network Environmental Leadership and Management Strategic $10,000 

 
 

          Total funding to environmental initiatives in 2006 $427,350 



  Page 2 
       Alberta Ecotrust Foundation / 810, 1202 Centre Street SE / Calgary, AB  T2G 5A5  

 

         www.albertaecotrust.com / (403) 209 2245 or (800) 465 2174 fax: (403) 209 2086 

Organization / Focus / Location / 
Environmental Priority / Website Project Title / Description / Monitoring Director Amount 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society – Calgary/Banff Chapter 
(CPAWS) 

www.cpawscalgary.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Regional 

Focus: South Alberta 

 

Update! 

Volunteer Leader Program 
 

The Calgary-Banff chapter of Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society (CPAWS) works to protect wild ecosystems in parks 
and protected areas. The Volunteer Leader Program aims to 
capture the enthusiasm of passionate volunteers and then train 
them to become volunteer leaders to help protect Alberta’s 
parks and natural areas. 
 

This innovative outreach program received Alberta Ecotrust’s 
first ever multi-year implementation grant in 2005. As it nears 
the end of its first year, the program is beginning to shape: a 
volunteer outreach coordinator has been hired, a core group of 
enthusiastic volunteers have been recruited and their training -- 
to work as leaders and help achieve long-term outcomes in 
designated parks and protected areas -- is well underway. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Dianne Zimmerman, Suncor Energy Inc. 

N/A 
 

 
 
 
 
 

$20,000/yr 
for three 

years 
(2005-07) 

Accounted 
for in 2005 

budget  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West Athabasca Watershed 
Bioregional Society  

 

Environmental Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality 

Location: Hinton 

Focus: Local 

View this project’s photo essay: 

http://www.fmf.ca/FW/FW_Hc1.pdf 

Hardisty Creek Restoration Project 
 

The Hardisty Creek Restoration Project is a stewardship 
success story. This multi-stage project is a community-based 
endeavour to return a local creek to good health and to foster 
watershed awareness and education. The strength of the 
project is a result of building strong partnerships between 
community, industry and government agencies. 
 

Now entering its third phase with continued support from 
Alberta Ecotrust, this project involves the restoration of fish 
habitat and a program of education for the public and nearby 
schools. It also includes resource management designed to 
restore the health and connectivity for compromised 
watersheds as well as safeguards for healthy watersheds. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Cindy Chiasson, Environmental Law Centre   

$27,500 

Clean Calgary Association  

www.cleancalgary.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Air, 
atmosphere and climate change 

Location: Calgary 

Focus: Local 

 

Waste Wise Community Outreach 
 

Clean Calgary Association empowers Calgarians to create 
healthy homes and communities by providing environmental 
education, products and services. 
 

Alberta Ecotrust has teamed up with the City of Calgary Waste 
and Recycling and the Composting Council of Canada to fund, 
Waste Wise Community Outreach. This project is a 
community-based social marketing pilot project that aims to 
empower 100 Dalhousie households (City of Calgary) to 
reduce their landfill waste by 30% through home composting. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Jeff Reading, Global Environmental & Outdoor 
Education Council 

$27,500 
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Organization / Focus / Location / 
Environmental Priority / Website Project Title / Description / Monitoring Director Amount 

Big Lake Environmental Support 
Society (BLESS) 

www.bless.ab.ca 

 

Environmental Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality 

Location: St. Albert 

Focus: Local 

 

Water Quality Monitoring Program for Big Lake 

Big Lake is an important wetland to numerous species of 
migrating birds; it straddles Edmonton, St. Albert and the 
County of Parkland. 

BLESS is initiating a new stewardship initiative for 2006: a 
Water Quality Monitoring Program for Big Lake. The last water 
quality testing on Big Lake was conducted in 1997/1998; since 
then, the lake has experienced increased pressure from 
expanding urban development as well as ongoing long term 
industrial water extractions and upstream nutrient loading. 

The new BLESS program will update water quality parameters 
to provide a baseline for measuring future changes to water 
quality. This local stewardship group will develop and conduct 
a yearly monitoring program for Big Lake and the Sturgeon 
River. Funding from Alberta Ecotrust will be used to purchase 
field measurement equipment and water quality test kits. 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Andrea Walter/Roger Crowley, Petro-Canada   

$6,000 

Crowsnest Conservation Society  

www.crowsnestconservation.ca 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Crowsnest Pass Area 

Focus: Local 

 

Crowsnest Pass Birding Festival 
 
The entire province of Alberta has slightly more than 325 
species of birds. While the Crowsnest Pass Area comprises 
less than one tenth of one percent of Alberta’s territory, it is 
home to at least 160 species different bird species! 
 

Crowsnest Conservation Society is a community of local 
residents who value the wildlife and natural landscapes of 
Alberta’s Crowsnest Pass Area. With seed funding from 
Alberta Ecotrust, the Society brought many groups together to 
initiate and continue this annual Birding Festival. New funding 
provided by Alberta Ecotrust in 2006 helped make it possible 
for the festival to offer educational workshops, presentations as 
well as guided birding hikes for adults and children. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Klaus Jericho, Southern Alberta Group for the 
Environment   

$3,850 
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Organization / Focus / Location / 
Environmental Priority / Website Project Title / Description / Monitoring Director Amount 

Pembina Institute 

www.pembina.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality 

Location: Alberta  

Focus: Provincial 

 

Potential Impacts of Conventional and Unconventional 
Gas Development on Fresh Water Aquifers in Alberta 

 

The Pembina Institute is an independent, not-for-profit 
environmental policy research and education organization. The 
Pembina Institute’s major program areas are sustainable 
energy, climate change, environmental governance, ecological 
fiscal reform, sustainability indicators, and the environmental 
impacts of the energy industry.  
 

Funding from Alberta Ecotrust will enable Pembina to research 
and publish a report investigating the “Potential Impacts of 
Conventional and Unconventional Gas Development on Fresh 
Water Aquifers in Alberta”. This report will be made available 
for Alberta landowners – providing an independent source of 
scientific information – to help shed light on this complex issue. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Lloyd Visser, ConocoPhillips Canada 

$25,000 

Sierra Club Prairie Chapter  

www.prairie.sierraclub.ca 

 

Environmental Priority: Combined 
focus: Air, Wilderness, Ecosystems & 
Habitat, and Water 

Location: Edmonton and area  

Focus: Local 

 

Environmental 911 
 

Every year, the Sierra Club Prairie Chapter successfully 
completes at least one new environmental program. This year, 
Alberta Ecotrust approved $7,500 in funding for this group to 
initiate the Environmental 911 program. 
 

This program will be a valuable resource and will include the 
development of a web-based environmental reference centre. 
Using the expertise of local environmentalists, Environmental 
911 will serve as an authoritative voice and will provide 
answers on a wide variety of environmental concerns such as: 
community sustainability, urban water quality/quantity, air 
quality, etc.  
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Stew Henderson, ATCO Gas   

$7,500 

Alberta Riparian Management 
Society (Cows and Fish)  

www.cowsandfish.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality 

Location: South Alberta 

Focus: Regional 

 

Your Legacy 
 

Riparian areas interface between land and a flowing surface 
water body; they are some of the most ecologically diverse and 
productive landscapes in the world. Healthy riparian areas are 
crucial for sustaining fish and wildlife populations, maintaining 
functioning watersheds and providing good water quality and 
supply.  
 

Cows and Fish strives to foster a better understanding on how 
improvements in grazing management on riparian areas can 
enhance landscape health and productivity -- for the benefit of 
cattle producers and others who use and value riparian areas. 
 

Working with audiences of all ages, Cows and Fish will 
complete their Your Legacy program and expand their riparian 
youth education activities. The $7,500 community grant from 
Alberta Ecotrust aims to provide an increased understanding of 
these valuable, yet vulnerable, pieces of Alberta landscape. 
 
Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Bruce Wilkinson, BP Canada Energy Company  

$7,500 



  Page 5 
       Alberta Ecotrust Foundation / 810, 1202 Centre Street SE / Calgary, AB  T2G 5A5  

 

         www.albertaecotrust.com / (403) 209 2245 or (800) 465 2174 fax: (403) 209 2086 

Organization / Focus / Location / 
Environmental Priority / Website Project Title / Description / Monitoring Director Amount 

Miistakis Institute  

www.rockies.ca/roadwatch/ 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Crowsnest Pass  

Focus: Regional 
 

Roadwatch in the Pass 
 

The Crowsnest Pass is an important area for wildlife in the 
Rocky Mountains. Species such as bear, cougar, deer, elk and 
sheep require large landscapes with limited human 
development to maintain strong and healthy populations. 
Highway 3 is a key transportation route that limits wildlife 
movement, reduces useable habitat, and causes wildlife death 
due to collision with vehicles. 
 

Roadwatch in the Pass involves the local community. Citizens 
of this area monitor wildlife crossing locations along Highway 3 
and record wildlife sightings using an innovative web-mapping 
tool on the internet. Roadwatch in the Pass was recently 
nominated for an international award because of its unique 
contribution to conservation science. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Shannon Wever, TransCanada  

$15,000 

Livingstone Landowners Group 

www.livingstone-landowners-
group.net 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Livingstone Area (south 
west Alberta) 

Focus: Regional  

 

Liaising with Community Members 
 

The Livingston Landowners Group represents interested 
landowners in the Oldman River Watershed north of Highway 
3, south of the Gap and east of the Livingstone Range to the 
Porcupine Hills. 
 

The primary focus of the Group is to ensure community 
consultation and participation with oil and gas companies in 
future oil and gas developments to protect human health, 
groundwater resources, native prairie grass ecosystem, air 
quality, existing property values, health of cattle, and the 
esthetic value of a remarkable landscape. 
 

With funding provided by Alberta Ecotrust, the Group will hire a 
local coordinator to help liaise with members, landowner 
groups, municipal councils and others to ensure that the 
eastern slopes in southwestern Alberta are protected for their 
exceptional environmental and cultural value.  
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Terry Forkheim, Anadarko Canada Corporation    

$7,500 

Rocky Mountain Flatbread 
Education Society  
(RMF Education Society) 
 

www.rockymountainflatbread.ca/co
mmunity/education.html 
 

Environmental Priority: Air, 
atmosphere and climate change 

Location: Canmore, Banff and 
Exshaw  

Focus: Regional 

Responsible Entrepreneur Program 

The RMF Educations Society is concerned with educating 
school children to initiate change and make responsible 
choices that positively affect society and the environment. 

Alberta Ecotrust Foundation will provide the RMF Education 
Society with a community grant of $7,500 for their Responsible 
Entrepreneur Program. This program aims to give hands-on 
exposure to students in three mountain communities to plan, 
develop, and/or market alternative products based on practical 
and/or environmental attributes. 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Nikki Kaehne, Alliance Pipelines 
 

$7,500 
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Organization / Focus / Location / 
Environmental Priority / Website Project Title / Description / Monitoring Director Amount 

Ann and Sandy Cross 
Conservation Area (ASCCA) 
 

www.crossconservation.org 
 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: M.D. of Foothills, SW of 
Calgary 

Focus: Local 

 

Enhancing Communication for the 
Grassland and Grouse Project 

 

The goal of the Grassland and Grouse Project is to protect and 
enhance biodiversity on the remaining native grassland on the 
Ann and Sandy Cross Conservation Area.  
 

In 2005, Alberta Ecotrust provided a major grant to the ASCCA 
to research, develop and initiate a communication plan for a 
three-year $600,000 environmental project: the Grassland and 
Grouse Project.  
 

Alberta Ecotrust has now provided a community grant to 
ASCCA to implement a key component of the Grassland and 
Grouse Project. $7,500 will be used in 2007 to construct a 
permanent outdoor information kiosk and design portable 
signage at the ASCCA Visitor Centre. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Klaus Jericho, Southern Alberta Group for the 
Environment  

$7,500 

Crooked Creek Conservancy  
Society of Athabasca (CCCSA) 
 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: County of Athabasca  

Focus: Regional 

Big Bend Wildland Provincial Park Nomination 
 

The 154 sq km Lawrence-Jenkins-Meyer-Crooked Lakes 
watershed is a unique natural environment situated within 
some of the most vulnerable regions of the southern boreal 
forest in Alberta.   
 

To preserve this watershed, the Crooked Creek Conservancy 
Society of Athabasca (CCCSA) is currently working to have the 
region designated as Big Bend Wildland Provincial Park.   
 

With a $5,000 community grant from Alberta Ecotrust, the 
volunteer driven CCCSA will have the necessary financial 
resources to communicate the value of the region and build 
support for their provincial park to key decision makers. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Jodie Hierlmeier, Environmental Law Centre  

$5,000 

Global Forest Watch Canada 
(GFWC) 

www.globalforestwatch.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Boreal Forest 

Focus: Provincial 

 

  Alberta’s Changing Forests: Where’s the Best of What’s Left? 
 

The GFWC is concerned with identifying and educating 
Canadians about their forests. Canada’s Changing Forests: 
Where’s the Best of What’s Left, will generate key information 
through detailed satellite mapping of Alberta’s boreal forests.  
 

Alberta Ecotrust is providing a $15,000 major grant to help 
ensure that accurate, satellite-based information on forest 
landscapes changes and forest fragments will be easily 
accessible to Albertans through the globalforestwatch.org 
website. Findings from this project will also be shared with 
conservation organizations, the forest industry and 
governments, to ensure transparency and sustainability in one 
of the planet’s most important ecosystems. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Bob Kruchten, Red Deer River Naturalists  

$15,000 
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Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative (Y2Y) 
 

www.y2y.net 
 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: SW Alberta 

Focus: Regional 

 

Crown of the Continent Conservation Collaborative 
 

Since its incorporation in 2002, the Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative has been working to maintain and 
restore an uninterrupted corridor for wildlife movement 
between the Yellowstone region to the Yukon Territory. 
 

The Crown of the Continent is a large trans-boundary 
ecosystem and is critical to the persistence of wide ranging 
wildlife. With a similar initiative recently completed by Y2Y in 
Montana, this project aims to develop a collaborative action 
plan with dozens of local groups actively involved in the south 
west region of Alberta. 
 

This major grant supports the Y2Y’s vision of large-scale 
environmental collaboration by quantifying existing knowledge, 
resources and expertise. The Crown of the Continent 
Conservation Collaborative aims to identify possible synergies 
as a means of achieves its next step: wide-scale collective 
action. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Connie Atkinson, Nexen Inc. 

$15,000 

Southern Alberta Land Trust 
Society (SALTS) 
 

www.salts-landtrust.org 
 

Environmental Priority: Combined 
priorities -- Land, water and air 

Location: SW Alberta 

Focus: Regional 

 

Southern Foothills Initiative 
 

The Southern Alberta Land Trust Society (SALTS) is a locally-
based, rancher-driven, nonprofit organization dedicated to 
preserving the ecological, productive, scenic and cultural 
values of Alberta's Foothill regions.  
 

As development and population in the region increase, many 
local residents have become concerned that land use 
pressures will irreparably alter or damage this important 
ecosystem and the culture that stewards it. 
 

Working proactively to ensure the environmental health of the 
region, SALTS has identified the need for a more informed 
land-use planning process by the community. Funding from 
Alberta Ecotrust will be used to conduct primary research 
regarding a representing the ecological and cultural concerns 
of the people in the region. Survey results will provide an 
important context for the future of the region’s land-use and will 
be detailed in as part of a multi-stakeholder report, to be 
released in 2007. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Eric Bristow, Imperial Oil Foundation  

$25,000 
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Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society – Edmonton Chapter 
(CPAWS) 

www.cpaws-edmonton.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Seven different areas 

Focus: Provincial 

 

Alberta Parks: Let’s Keep them Wild! 
 

Recognizing that provincial park users are important witnesses 
to the changing conditions of their parks, this major funded 
project seeks to educate and empower volunteers to report 
their findings through a coordinated park monitoring program. 
 

Let’s Keep them Wild! will provide CPAWS with a better 
understanding of the issues and pressures that Alberta’s parks 
currently face -- directly through the eyes of its users.  
 

Data provided by this program will be used to complement 
other sources of information to educate Albertans and its 
government of the benefits and challenges within the Alberta 
Parks Network. It will also be used by CPAWS to identify 
opportunities for other groups and individuals to make a 
difference through direct involvement in their parks. 
 

The parks and natural areas chosen for 2007 are: 
 

1. Cypress Hills Provincial Park, 

2. Westcastle Wetlands Ecological Reserve and 
Beauvais Provincial Park, 

3. Rumsey Ecological Reserve and Natural Area, 

4. Lakeland Provincial Park and Recreation Area, 

5. William A. Switzer Provincial Park, 

6. Kakwa Wildland Provincial Park, 

7. Lois Hole Centennial Provincial Park. 

 
Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Stew Henderson, ATCO Group 

 

$30,000 

Defenders of Wildlife Canada 
(Defenders Canada) 
 

www.defenders.org 
 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: SW Alberta 

Focus: Regional  

 

Reducing Conflict between Ranchers and Wolves 
in South Western Alberta 

 

Because wolves are a critical link in maintaining the health in 
Alberta’s natural ecosystem, Defenders of Wildlife Canada has 
joined ranchers, provincial and local government staff and 
others to explore new ways of reducing rancher-wolf conflicts 
in south western Alberta. 
 

As a result of the many successes Defenders Canada has 
achieved over the past three years, Alberta Ecotrust is pleased 
to provide a second major grant to its project: Reducing 
Conflict between Ranchers and Wolves in South Western 
Alberta. This highly collaborative and comprehensive strategy 
seeks to stop “doing what doesn’t work, only harder” i.e. 
cyclically eliminating and re-introducing wolf population by 
providing leadership, compensation, education and action. 
 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Connie Atkinson, Nexen Inc.  

$15,000 
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Bow Riverkeeper 

www.bowriverkeeper.org 

 

Environmental Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality 

Location: Alberta, with a focus on the 
Bow River Basin. 

Focus: Provincial 

 

Convening, Collaborating and Capacity  
Building for Watershed Advocates 

 

Recognizing the vital importance how water affects each and 
every one of us, Alberta Ecotrust has provided $28,000 for the 
Bow Riverkeeper to strengthen its leadership role and mobilize 
others to play a vital role in Alberta’s Water for Life Strategy.  
 

Bow Riverkeeper will collaboratively work with citizen leaders 
and non-governmental organizations to address some of the 
fundamental commitments of the province’s Water for Life 
strategy. 
 

Overall, Convening, Collaborating and Capacity Building for 
Watershed Advocates will aim to educate and empower 
other Albertan watershed advocates to achieve the highly 
important outcomes of the Water for Life strategy including 
(but not limited to): 
 

• Building and implementing watershed plans for all of 
the 10 major watersheds in Alberta, 

 

• Promoting and implementing management practices  
at local levels to achieve sustainable outcomes, and 

 

• Evaluating and making recommendations to the 
province based on the merit of publicly allocated 
resources necessary to meet goals of Water for Life. 

 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Paul Godman, EnCana Corporation  

$28,000 

Federation of Alberta Naturalists 
(FAN) 

www.fanweb.ca 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: Alberta 

Focus: Provincial 

 

Atlas of Breeding Birds of Alberta 
 

The Federation of Alberta Naturalists has a province-wide 
focus on natural history issues. There are more than 3,500 
members in 29 FAN clubs across the province. With the major 
grant from Alberta Ecotrust FAN will have the necessary 
resources to complete the Atlas of Breeding Birds of Alberta 
and have it be published later this year. 
 

This atlas is a comprehensive set of current information for 
Alberta bird species which will provide a scientifically valid 
snapshot of bird distribution and abundance, which can be 
compared with historic or future data to monitor changes in bird 
populations. This data will be used by resource management 
agencies, environmental consultants, and conservation groups 
to develop management and conservation plans. 

 
Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Karim Zariffa, Suncor Energy Inc. 

$25,000 
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Nature Conservancy of Canada – 
Alberta Region (NCC) 
 

www.natureconservancy.ca 

 

Environmental Priority: Wilderness, 
ecosystems and habitat conservation 

Location: SW Alberta (grasslands 
and foothills) 

Focus: Regional 

 

Habitat Enhancement for Seven Imperiled Species 
 

NCC is one of Canada’s largest conservation organizations. Its 
goal is to conserve and care for the biodiversity of plants, 
animals, land and water through donations, purchased land 
ownership and conservation easements. The NCC – Alberta 
Region has conserved approximately 50,000 ha of land and 
wetland in SW Alberta. 
 

NCC will seek to enhance the habitat of seven imperiled 
species found on NCC properties in the Milk River Ridge and 
Waterton Conservation areas with this multi-year 
implementation grant from Alberta Ecotrust. The project 
proposes that annual inventories of the Northern Leopard 
Frog, Sprague’s pipit, Western Blue Flag, Western Toad and 
the Swift Fox be conducted; that habitat for these species be 
enhanced; and that communication and education to 
landowners and land users about rare or endangered species 
on these lands be strengthened. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director - Margo Hervieux, Peace Parkland Naturalists 

$60,000 
 

$60,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$20,000/yr 
for three 

years 
 

(2006-08) 
 

Bow Riverkeeper 
 

www.bowriverkeeper.org 
 

Strategic Priority: Water 
conservation and water quality. 

Focus: Provincial 

Watershed Mapping & Planning Project 
 

The Water for Life: Strategy for Sustainability is a provincial 
water management approach that outlines specific strategies 
and actions to address the province's water issues including: 
safe, secure drinking water supply; healthy aquatic 
ecosystems; and reliable, quality water supplies for a 
sustainable economy. 
 

Alberta Ecotrust provided a strategic grant to the Bow 
Riverkeeper in 2006 to undertake a critical review of the 
provincial Water for Life planning and community engagement 
process. The Watershed Mapping and Planning Project will 
inform future Alberta Ecotrust grant decisions to more 
effectively support Water for Life implementation.  
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Pat Letizia, Alberta Ecotrust 

$57,000 
 
 
 

$10,000 
from 

Alberta 
Ecotrust & 

$47,000 
from 

Walter and 
Duncan 
Gordon 

Foundation 

Sustainability Network 
 

www.sustain.web.ca 
 

Strategic Priority: Building capacity 
and sustainability in the voluntary 
sector through environmental 
leadership. 

Focus: Provincial 

Environmental Leadership & Management Program 
 

The Sustainability Network is a support centre for 
environmental nonprofit organizations based out of Toronto. Its 
mandate is to enrich environmental leaders to more effectively 
manage and strategize within the nonprofit sector. 
 

Alberta Ecotrust provided a strategic grant to the Sustainability 
Network in 2006 for their Environmental Leadership and 
Management Program. Funding for this program aims to 
ensure that young, emerging environmental leaders in Alberta 
receive the same level of training and coaching that leaders in 
other Canadian provinces have access to. 
 

Ecotrust Monitoring Director – Stuart Peters, Alberta Ecotrust 

$10,000 

   

 


